Testicular development in Chinese Meishan boars.
The developmental process of the testis and age-related changes in the morphology of rete testicular spermatozoa were investigated in Meishan boars at 1 to 364 days of age. Testicular weight and the diameter of seminiferous tubules increased rapidly until 150 to 180 days of age. Leptotene stage spermatocytes, round spermatids and spermatozoa were first found in the section of seminiferous tubules at 30 to 45, 60 and 75 days of age, respectively. However, after 105 to 120 days of age, most rete testicular spermatozoa were morphologically normal. These results indicate that Meishan boars reach puberty as early as 75 days of age, though the testes acquire the ability to produce morphologically normal spermatozoa at about 120 days.